
 

 

The Honorable Alex Lee 
Chair, Assembly Human Services Committee 
Hon. Committee Members 
1020 N Street, Room 124 
Sacramento, CA 95817 

RE: AB 601 (Jackson) – Support as Amended  

Dear Chair Lee and Honorable Committee Members: 
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we want to express our support for AB 601 (Jackson), 
as amended, a bill that aims to address the over-reporting and over surveillance of Black/African 
American and Native American/Indigenous children and families in our Child Welfare System. We 
thank and applaud Assembly Member Jackson for his leadership in recognizing the critical need 
for reform of California’s Mandated Reporting System and championing policy initiatives to 
address this need.  
 
Black/African American and Native American/Indigenous children are significantly more likely to 
be reported for allegations of abuse and neglect, despite the vast majority of those allegations 
being unfounded or unsubstantiated. A recent study showed that half of Black children, as well 
as half of Native American children, experienced an investigation at some point during their 
childhood, compared to nearly a quarter of white children.1 California is no exception, a recent 
report by the Legislative Analyst’s Office explains that of children born in 1999 in California, 
approximately 50% of Black and Indigenous children will have some level of child welfare 
involvement by the age of 18, and children on Medi-Cal are more than twice as likely to experience 
child welfare involvement than children with private health insurance.2  
  
The majority of the calls that come into the Child Protection Hotline are for the catch all category 
of neglect, including cases of poverty, lack of resources and domestic violence.  In the current 
system, nearly 90 percent of all child abuse and neglect allegations are unsubstantiated.  In 2023, 
of the 433,817 children and youth reported to Child Protective Services, 49,463 were determined 
to need the services. Leaving 384,354 children and youth exposed to the trauma of a report, and 
possibly an investigation, with the likely result of no additional supports or services that strengthen 
families.  
  
Unnecessary reporting is harmful to children, families and communities.  It breaks trust, produces 
feelings of shame and anger, and pushes families away from the help they need instead of inviting 
them to move toward a community that has support available for them. 
 
California’s system of Mandatory Reporting -at best, identifies children experiencing true safety 
concerns- however, at its worst, it begins a journey of systemic harm and intrusion that Black and 
Tribal Families disproportionately shoulder. 
 
We believe AB 601 represents an important first step in transforming the system by establishing 
a universal training curriculum for all mandated reporters. Under current law, there is no consistent 
and standard training for mandated reporters, nor is there a legal requirement that all mandated 
reporters receive training of any kind. Required and standardized training will help ensure that 
there is more precision in reporting, so families are not inappropriately and unnecessarily 
subjected to an intrusive and traumatizing system.  
 



 

 

AB 601 also establishes the Mandated Reporting Advisory Committee (MRAC) which will help 
continue the important work generated by the Mandated Reporting to Community Supporting 
Task Force.  It will ensure the ongoing transformation of mandated reporting and ensure that 
disparities in the Child Welfare system are eliminated.   
 
We believe that California can do better by children and families and that AB 601 helps move us 
closer to a reality in which children and families are together, safe, and strengthened by the 
resources they need to thrive.  
 
For these reasons, we are pleased to support AB 601 (Jackson) and respectfully request your 
support for the amended bill.    
 
Sincerely, 

Luciana Svidler, JD  
Director of Policy and Training, Children’s Law Center of California  
Former MRCS Taskforce Member  
Co-chair, Narrowing the Legal Definition of Neglect Subcommittee   
  
Jenny Pearlman, JD  
Chief Policy Officer, Safe & Sount  
Former MRCS Taskforce Member  
Co-Chair, Legal and Liability Subcommittee   
  
Sarah Cook, JD, CWLS, MSW  
Director of Policy and Legal Services, Dependency Advocacy Center  
Former MRCS Taskforce Member  
  
Roger De Leon Jr  
Assistant/Youth Minister,  
Founder/Consultant/Trainer- "In His Service" (Prov16:9) RDJ Consultant LLC  
Parent Partner, Father with Lived Experience,   
Fatherhood Advocate, Child Welfare, Co-Chair PPAC  
Co-Chair, Mandated Reporting to Community Task Force  
 
Kathryn Icenhower, PhD, LCSW 
Chief Executive Officer, Shields for Families  
Child Welfare Council Member 
Co-Chair Prevention and Early Intervention Committee 
California FFPS Advisory Committee, Tri-Chair. 
 
Dr. Charity Chandler-Cole  
CEO, CASA of Los Angeles  
Former MRCS Task Force Member  
Co-chair, Policy & Practice Reforms Subcommittee  
  
Tina Rios  
Core Leader, Reimagine Child Safety Coalition  
Former MRCS Task Force Member  
Co-chair, Narrowing the Legal Definition of Neglect Subcommittee  
Co-chair, Lived Experience Group  



 

 

 

Kristin Power 
Vice President, Policy & Advocacy, Alliance for Children’s Rights 
 
Sharon Balmer Cartagena 
Directing Attorney, Child Youth & Family Advocacy Project (CYFA) 
Public Counsel 
 
Carmen-Nicole Cox 
Director of Government Affairs, ACLU California Action 
 
Dr. Cheryl A. Whittle, LCSW 
Department of Social Work Education, Fresno State University  
Former MRCS Task Force Member 
 
Colette Katuala, LCSW  
Child Abuse Prevention Services Coordinator 
Alameda County Dept. of Children & Family Services 
Former MRCS Task Force Member 
 
Melinda Sokolowski 
Child, Youth and Family Services Division Director, Community Action Partnership of 
San Luis Obispo County  
Former MRCS Taskforce Member  
Co-chair, Curriculum and Training Subcommittee   
 
Carli Stelzer, MPH  
Senior Policy and Legislative Affairs Advisor, California Behavioral Health Association 
(CBHA) 
Former MRCS Taskforce Member  
 
Carol Carrillo, MSW  
Executive Director, Child Abuse Prevention Council of Contra Costa County 
Former MRCS Taskforce Member  
 
Khush Cooper, MSW, Ph.D. 
Adjunct Professor, UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs, Dept. of Social Work 
Former MRCS Taskforce Member 
 
Danielle Lowe, LCSW 
Behavioral Health Services Director, SHIELDS for Families  
Former MRCS Taskforce Member  
Co-Chair, Curriculum and Training Subcommittee 
 
Zoila Perez Sanchez 
Child Abuse Prevention Coordinator, Children’s Network of Solano County 
Former MRCS Taskforce Member 
 
Jennifer O’Brien 
Senior Policy Fellow, Chapin Hall  



 

 

Former MRCS Taskforce Member  
 
Stephanie Jeffcoat 
Executive Director FIR4E 
Advocate for parents 
A black mother with lived experience 
 
Venita Veal 
Reimagining Child Safety Bay Area and Beyond 
 
Beth Kuenstler 
Founder & President, Outside Voice LLC 
Project Lead, MRCS Task Force, and current Mandated Reporting Advisory Committee (MRAC) 
 
Nathalie Washington 
Family Engagement Manager, Options for Learning 
Former MRCS Task Force Subcommittee member  
 


